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LISTENING 

1 [Track 8] You will hear two friends talking about an art exhibition. Decide if the statements are true 

(T) or false (F). 

1  Steve is in Fiona’s classroom to see some paintings. T / F 

2  Fiona did not remember that they had a meeting. T / F 

3  Only students at the school can put paintings in the exhibition. T / F 

4  The school will hold the exhibition in the gym. T / F 

5  There will be classical music classes in the main hall. T / F 

______ / 5 

VOCABULARY  

2  Choose the correct answers. 

0  I thought the ___ of this film was difficult to follow. 

A character  B plot   C portrait  D illustration 

1  He ___ his ideas online and he became very successful. 

A won   B appeared  C held   D promoted 

2  They couldn’t stop ___ when she told them the story. It was so funny. 

A giggling     B inspiring  C disappointing D gossiping 

3  How many ___ has he won this year? 

A reviews  B awards  C bestsellers  D commercials 

4  I can’t wait to read the next ___ in this book.   

A scene   B plot   C chapter  D character 

5  Have you seen the weather ___ this evening?  

A news    B tabloid   C gossip   D forecast 

______ / 5 

3  Choose the correct options to complete the text. 

John Jacobs, the 0 author / novelist of that bestseller, lives opposite us in the village. 1 Journalists / Reports 

are always standing outside our house trying to get information about him, but we never say anything. He is 

a private person and I’ve only met him a few times. He never 2 comes / appears in news programmes on 

television, even though he gets very good 3 reviews / reports for each of his books. His first 4 novel / poet 

was about the village and its residents. The cover of the book is a lovely 5 still life / watercolour of the village 

centre, which I did a few years ago and then gave it to him as a housewarming gift.  

______ / 5 
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GRAMMAR 

4  Complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first. Use the correct form of the 

word in brackets. 

0 Fred couldn’t ride a bike when he was a child. (able) 

Fred wasn’t able to ride a bike when he was a child. 

1 It won’t be necessary to arrive early. (have) 

You _________________________________________________ early. 

2 We weren’t able to help him with his homework. (could) 

We _________________________________________________ him with his homework. 

3 It wasn’t possible to buy that house. (able) 

We _________________________________________________ that house. 

4 You aren’t allowed to take these books home. (must) 

You _________________________________________________ these books home. 

5 They finally found all the comics he wanted. (manage) 

They _________________________________________________ all the comics he wanted. 

______ / 5 

5  Complete the dialogue with one word in each gap.  

A:  0 Are you able to come out tonight? I’ve got tickets for that concert you wanted to see. 

B:  I’m not 1 __________________ to go out because I came back late last night. Also I 

2 __________________ stay in and look after my younger brother because my parents are going out. 

A:  Do you think your sister 3 __________________ be able to look after him instead? 

B:  I’ll ask her but if she can’t I 4 __________________ have to stay here. Sorry. 

A:  OK, no problem. Perhaps Jenny would like to come with me. She wanted to see this band last year but 

she 5 __________________ to go away the week they played here.  

______ / 5 
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SPEAKING 

6  Complete the dialogue with the phrases from the box. There is one extra phrase. 

as far as      bet      I could be wrong      if you ask me          more interesting      personally      

A:   Hey, Suzi, what do you think of this painting? 

B:   0 Personally, I think it’s awful, don’t you?  

A:  Well, I actually think it’s much 1 ___________________ than the other paintings we’ve seen in the 

exhibition. 

B:   Really? 2 ___________________ I can see, it doesn’t mean anything at all? What is it anyway? 

A:   3 ___________________, but I think it’s supposed to show happiness. 

B:  Happiness? I 4 ___________________ the artist didn’t even know what he was trying to say. I think he 

was just angry. 5 ___________________, he simply isn’t a very good artist. 

______ / 5 

READING 

7 Read the text. Choose the correct answers A–D.  

1  In the first paragraph we learn that the writer 

 A  has always wanted to be a news presenter. 

 B  was a radio presenter at school. 

 C  has worked on a newspaper. 

 D  enjoys what he does very much. 

2  As a child, the writer 

 A  used to listen to his father reading the news. 

 B  used to present news stories to his father. 

 C  knew that people liked telling his stories. 

 D  liked writing new stories. 

3  The writer says that  

 A  these days newspapers are more popular. 

 B  most journalists have a university degree. 

 C  journalists don’t often find interesting stories. 

 D television news is the most important kind of news. 

4  The writer thinks that being a radio journalist 

 A is not as hard as being a newspaper journalist. 

 B  is a good way to meet famous people. 

 C  is for people who will keep trying and don’t give up. 

 D  offers people excellent promotion opportunities. 
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5   The writer suggests that young people  

 A  get involved in school newspapers or radio stations.  

 B  contact employers about part-time jobs. 

 C  set up a radio station at their school. 

 D  get a job with a local magazine after university. 

______ / 5 

HOW TO GET INTO JOURNALISM 

School students often ask me how they can become a radio journalist. I’ve been working for a national radio 

station for the last two years and I love it. I’ve never wanted to work on a newspaper because radio was always 

where I wanted to be. 

I’ve loved news since my father and I used to read the papers together when I was seven years old. He used to 

explain all the stories I didn’t understand and then we reported the most interesting stories to each other. I think 

that’s when I realised I wanted to tell news stories to other people. 

Most people today have a university degree, but I think that firstly you must have a real interest in finding stories 

that people will like. Today people get their news from the radio, television or online sites. Print newspapers are 

far less popular than they once were.  

The most important quality a journalist needs is a determination to succeed. It’s not an easy job and you have to 

work very hard all the time, sometimes without much chance of promotion. Some people make the mistake of 

choosing this career because they want to meet famous people, but then find it too hard and leave. 

I tell young people that they must write all the time and, if possible, write for school newspapers or local 

magazines. These days many schools have a radio station, so that’s the best way to start. Employers like to see 

that someone has been doing this kind of work while they were still at school. 

The best advice for young journalists is to ‘listen well’. Good radio journalists are not just good writers. They 

need to be able to listen to what people tell them and what they don’t say. In this way they can often find really 

interesting stories which nobody else has discovered. Every journalist wants to find the one story that no one 

else knows about. 
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ENGLISH IN USE 

8  Complete the sentences with the words from the box. There is one extra word. 

time       first      last      loan   sale      trouble      least        

0   At first I couldn’t understand what he was saying, but I soon began to understand. 

1   You must get there on ________________ or they won’t let you in. 

2   He’s in ________________ because he didn’t do his homework. 

3  At ________________ he told us that he was going to be late. It’s better than saying nothing. 

4   The museum has got some fantastic paintings on ________________ from the Prado in Madrid. 

5   Let’s go to the bookshop. That new book’s on ________________ today. 

______ / 5 

WRITING 

9  You are taking part in a writing competition for teenagers. Write a blog post about your favourite 

work of art. In your post, you should: 

• describe your favourite work of art, 

• say what you think is special about it, 

• invite readers to an event connected with this work of art. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

______ / 10 

Total: ______ / 50 


